
 

 
 

City of Scottsdale 
McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission 

MARKED 
Regular Meeting  

Notice and Agenda 
5:00 p.m. Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Granite Reef Senior Center, Room 8 
1700 N. Granite Reef Road 

Scottsdale, AZ 85257 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER - 5:11 p.m. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

 
Members Present:  Chairperson Gerald Miller, Vice Chairperson Howard Myers, Carla, BJ 
Heggli (left at 6:03 p.m.), Jim Heitel, Rand Hubbell, Deke Joralmon (left at 7:15 p.m.), Fred 
Klein, Linda Whitehead, Susan Wheeler   
 
Members Absent:  Melinda Gulick 
 

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Citizens may address the members of the McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission during 
Public Comment.  This “Public Comment” time is reserved for citizen comments regarding non-
agendized items.  However, Arizona State Law prohibits the McDowell Sonoran Preserve 
Commission from discussing or taking action on an item that is not on the prepared agenda. 
 
Commission Action: Information Item 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 
Commission Action: Discussion and possible actions:  

 Approval of joint meeting with Fountain Hills Commission minutes of March 4, 2010.  

 Approval of joint meeting with Tourism & Development Commission minutes of March 24, 
2010. 

 Approval of the regular meeting minutes of April 5, 2010.  
 

Motion by Commissioner Hubbell, second by Commissioner Heggli, to approve the joint 
meeting minutes of March 4, 2010 and March 24, 2010, as submitted, the and regular 
meeting minutes of April 5, 2010, as corrected.   
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Motion passed unanimously by a vote of ten (10) to zero (0). 
 

6. UPDATES FROM McDOWELL SONORAN CONSERVANCY – Executive Director Ruthie 
Carll 

 
 Commission Action: Information Item – Summer Programs  
 

7.  COMMITTEE UPDATE & ACTIONS 
 
 Commission Action: Information and Possible Actions: 

 
> Desert Discovery Center Task Force (BJ Heggli) 

 Proposed options/recommendation to forward to the City Council regarding DDC/Bond 2010  
 >  Planning Committee (Howard Myers) 

 >  Promotion Committee (Linda Whitehead) 
 >  COS General Plan (Linda Whitehead) 

 
8. STRATEGIC ACQUISITION PLAN FOR THE McDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE 

 
Commission Action: Information and Possible Action: Commissioners and Preserve Director to 
review, discuss, comment and give recommendation to forward to the City Council for updating 
the Strategic Acquisition Plan for the McDowell Sonoran Preserve.  
 
Motion by Vice-Chair Myers to recommend that the Strategic Acquisition Plan for the 
McDowell Sonoran Preserve be forwarded to City Council for updating with addition of 
Parcel 2c to priority number 2b and editing comments noted by staff and Commissioners;  
Second by Commissioner Hubbell. 

 
 Motion passed unanimously by a vote of nine (9) to zero (0). 
 

9.   STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EXPANDING PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR 
McDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE  

 
Commission Action: Information and Possible Action: - Direct and develop expansion of 
promotion and activities to celebrate Scottsdale McDowell Sonoran Preserve beginning with 
October’s McDowell Sonoran Preserve Month and continuing throughout the winter and into 
Spring ending in May. 
 
Motion to direct MSPC Promotion Committee to develop expanded promotion and 
activities to celebrate Scottsdale McDowell Sonoran Preserve and bring back before the 
Commission; second by Commissioner Klein. 
 
Motion passed unanimously by a vote of nine (9) to zero (0). 

 
10. PRESERVE TAX REVIEW 
 
 Commission Action: Information and Possible Action:  

> Preserve Director will review March 31, 2010 quarterly account summaries, projections for 
future revenues and bonding issues 
> Discussion and possible response to latest recommendations to City Council from the Budget 
Review Commission as relates to use of Preserve Tax monies. 
 
Motion by Vice Chair Myers to have the Chair relay message to City Council requesting 
that the MSPC be apprised and involved in any action(s) to divert monies from the 
Preserve Tax fund; second by Commissioner Joralmon. 
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Motion passed unanimously by a vote of nine (9) to zero (0). 
 

11. NAMING POLICY FOR HONORING PERSONS WHO HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTED   
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PRESERVE 

 
 Commission Action: Information and Possible Action: Staff and commissioners to review and 
 make recommendations for latest version of the proposed policy. 
 

Motion by Vice Chair Myers to accept Naming Policy for Honoring Persons Who Have 
Significantly Contributed to the Establishment of the Preserve, with corrections; second 
by Commissioner Heitel. 
 
Motion passed unanimously with a vote of nine (9) to zero (0). 

 
12. POLICY FOR IDENTIFYING AND REVIEWING PROPOSALS FOR R&D IN THE PRESERVE  
 

Commission Action: Information and Possible Action: discussions with staff concerning 
proposals for R&D projects within the Preserve, propose Commission request Planning 
Committee Review and send recommendation to Commission. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Klein to have proposals for research and development in the 
Preserve be reviewed by the Planning Committee and bring recommendations to the 
Commission; second by Commissioner Wheeler. 

 
 Motion passed unanimously with a vote of nine (9) to zero (0). 

 
13.  PRESERVATION REPORTS FROM DIRECTORS  
 

Commission Action: Information and Discussion Updates and actions regarding the Preserve to 
be provided to the Commission by: 
>Preserve Land Policy and Acquisition – (Kroy Ekblaw) 

o Status of discussions with the State Land Department, State Trust Land 
Reform, and State Parks 
o Land Donation Proposal (tentative – may need to be a separate agenda item) 
o Financial Question responses 

>Preserve Operations – (Bill Murphy). Discussion to include: 
o Saturday, May 8th for Commission steward training session with McDowell 
Sonoran Conservancy 
o Tom’s Thumb Trailhead Status 
o Trail Counter Project 

 
14.  COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 
Commission Action: Information Items from Commissioners 
 

15.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Saturday, May 8th  

 Commission steward training session with McDowell Sonoran Conservancy 
 

Commission Action: Discussion and possible action: Tentative topics for the June 2010 
Commission meeting:  

 
Tentative items for June 3

rd
 Meeting  

 Challenge Event Proposal 

 Proposed Preserve Research and Development 
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 Fountain Hills Trail Connections Options – Staff Review Update 

 Strategic Plan for Land Acquisitions – Update 

 Transportation Plans in the Dynamite Area 

 Land Donation Proposal 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT - 8:14 p.m. 

 
Commission Action: Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 
The Commission cannot discuss or vote on items not on the agenda, including items brought up as 
Commission or public comments.  If action by the Commission is required, the item should be 
placed on the next meeting’s agenda to be consistent with the Arizona Open Meetings Law. 
 

Motion by Commissioner Klein to adjourn; second by Commissioner Hubbell. 
 
Motion passed unanimously with a vote of (eight) to zero (0). 
 
 

Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation, by contacting 
480-312-7943.  Requests should be made 24 hours in advance or as early as possible 
to arrange the accommodation.   


